2) PAUL KOGUT,
KNOW IT? | WROTE IT!,
STRINGJAZZ 1067.

Know It | Wrote It! / Jay Walk / Small Doses / Especially When It

Rains / Stella By Starlight / Ballad / Fat Cat / Now You've Done It
In Your Own Sweet Way / Can’t Buy Me Love. 63:36.

Kogut, g; Rick Montalbano, org; Jim Johns, d.

6/14/2000. Rome, NY.

the music of gui-
tarist Paul Kogut just might be the prescription
needed. (2), his debut recording, is in the classic
organ trio setting of guitar, Hammond B-3 (played
by Rick Montalbano), and drums (manned by Jim
Johns). An upstate New Yorker (Utica), Kogut
enlisted his friend James Keepnews to provide
biographical annotation that traces his history
while Kogut penned the one or two paragraph
descriptions of the tunes heard. It is always more
interesting to me to read the author’s take than a
critic’s when in comes to original material so ['ll
leave the details to those who purchase the prod-
uct. That said, his studies under J.R. Montrose and
Carmen Caramanica have served him well. There is
more than a little debt to John Abercrombie here
but not in a blatant manner and organist
Montalbano falls in that fairly new school inhabit-
ed by Larry Goldings and others. The only non-
Kogut compositions present are “Stella By
Starlight,” Brubeck’s “In Your Own Sweet Way,” and
“Can’t Buy Me Love” which, according to the
leader’s notes, was a last minute addition that is
probably the swingil item heard. Recorded
over four years ago by the late David Baker this is
an impressive first time up.
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